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1. Too much of anything is good for nothing
2. Every why has a wherefore

3. As is the king, so are the subjects

4. Justice stays long, but strikes at last

5. The face is the index of the mind

6. Make each day your masterpiece.”

7. If there is no struggle, there is no progress.”
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There is also a legend that Ottakuthar an eminent Tamil poet and a contemporary of Kambar
also composed Ramayanam. Tradition has it that Ottakuthar was ahead of Kambar as the former had
already finished five cantos, but when the king asked for an update, Kambar a master of words lied
that he was already working on the Setu Bandhalam, upon which Ottakuthar feeling dejected threw
away all his work. Feeling guilty, Kambar recovered the last two chapters of Ottakuthar’s
composition and added into his own. Kamba Ramayanam occupies a unique place in the echelons of
Tamil literature. Kambar was a master of the poetic form and his ability to weave magic with words
is evident in many places in the epic.
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